P SKw ierawski 7032662823 p. 3 



ANDO, etal.. 10/020.116 500.40994X00 1 K320£IEW 

1 7 November 2006 Amendment ra9e z 

Responsive to 17 Jury 2006 Office Action RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

Amendments to the Claims: j^gy j 7 £ggg 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) An appliance located^tate s, which aro changed in 
dependenc e on interact i on with a p e rson ? accumulating method of accumulating data of 
a positional relation of individual p ositions where a plurality of appliances mutually 
connected through a network are located, comprising: 

(a) receiving different classes of s tate change information from a plurality of 
different classes of appliances through said network, the state chanoe information 
being indicative of differing classes of o perating state changes of the different classes 
gfappliances; which include a computing arrangem e nt, through sa i d network ^ 

(b) calculating an occurrence time difference from occurrence times when the 
differing classes of operating s tate changes have been detected as having occurred 
with respect to differing appliances of the differing clas s es of appliances, bv diff e ring 
once of the appliances, in accordance with occurrence time information indicative of 
occurrence times of the operating s tate changes included in the state change 
information; and 

(c) acquiring distance between appliances which incur the operating state 
changes, based on the calculated occurrence time difference. 
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Claim 2 (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said 
acquiring calculates the positional relation in accordance with the occurrence time 
difference of the operating s tate changes occurred in two appliances and relationship 
weight information indicative of a distance between the two appliances. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 2, wherein said 
relationship weight information is a value calculated by a predetermined expression in 
accordance with two element s including : number of times of occurring the operating 
state changes; and the occurrence time difference of the operating s tate changes 
occurred in the two appliances. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) An apparatus constitutod of cooperative with a 
plurality of appliances mutually connected through a network and for accumulating data 
of a positional relation of individual positions where the appliances are located, 
comprising: 

a reception means for receiving different classes of s tate change i nformation 
from a plurality of different classes of appliances through said ne twork, the state 
change information indicating operating state changes of the different classes of 
appliances^ which includ e a computing arrangement, through ca i d n e twork, wh e r e th e 
stato chang e s chang e i n dopondenc e on i nteraction w i th a person; 

calculation means calculating an occurrence time difference from occurrence 
times when the different classes of operating s tate changes have been detected as 
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having occurred with respect to differing appliances of the differing classes of 
appliances, b y differing on es of the app l ianc e s, i n accordance with occurrence time 
information indicative of occurrence times of the operating s tate changes included in 
the state change information; and 

acquiring means acquiring a distance between appliances which incur the 
operating s tate changes, based on the calculated occurrence time difference. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said 
acquiring means acquires the positional relation in accordance with the occurrence time 
difference of the operating s tate changes occurred in two appliances and relationship 
weight information indicative of a distance between the two appliances. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 5, comprising 
storing means for storing the occurrence time difference of the operating s tate changes 
occurred in the two appliances and the relationship weight information indicative of the 
distance between the two appliances- 
Claim 7 (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the 
relationship weight information is a value calculated by a predetermined expression in 
accordance with two elements including : number of times of occurring the operating 
state changes; and the occurrence time difference of the operating s tate changes 
occurred in the two appliances. 
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Claim 8 (Currently Amended) A household-appliance located states 
accumulating method of accumulating data of a positional relation of individual positions 
where a plurality of household appliances mutually connected throughout a household 
are located, comprising: 

(a) receiving different classes of state change information from a plurality of 
different classes of appliances through said network, the state change information 
being indicative of differing classes of o perating state changes of the household 
appliances^ which i nclud e a computing arrangement, through a n e twork, w here the 
operating s tate change s occur oceufs-responsive to interaction of a person in the 
household in proximity of ones of t he household appliances; 

(b) calculating occurrence time differences from occurrence times when the 
differing classes of operating s tate changes have been detected as having occurred 
with respect to differing appliances of the differing classes of appliances, by differing 
ones of tho household appliances, in accordance with occurrence time information 
indicative of occurrence times of the operating s tate changes included in the state 
change information; and 

(c) acquiring distance between household appliances which incur the operating 
state changes in the household, based on the calculated occurrence time differences. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 8, wherein said 
acquiring calculates the positional relation in accordance with the occurrence time 
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difference of the operating s tate changes occurred in two household appliances and 
relationship weight information indicative of a distance between the two household 
appliances. 



Claim 10 (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 9, wherein said 
relationship weight information is a value calculated by a predetermined expression in 
accordance with two elements including: number of times of occurring the operating 
state changes; and the occurrence time difference of the operating s tate changes 
occurred in the two household appliances. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended) A system constituted of a plurality of household 
appliances mutually connected through a network throughout a household, and for 
accumulating data of a positional relation of individual p ositions where the household 
appliances are located in the household, comprising: 

a reception means for receiving different classes of s tate change i nformation 
from a plurality of different classes of appliances through said network, the state 
change information indicating differing classes of operating state changes of the 
different classes of household appliances^ which includo a computing arrangement, 
through s a id network, w here the operating s tate chang es occur eecufs-responsive to 
interaction of a person in the household in proximity of the household appliance; 

calculation means calculating occurrence time differences from occurrence times 
when the differing classes of operating s tate changes have been detected as having 
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occurred with respect to differing appliances of the differing classe s of appliances, bv 
differing onoo of th e hou s ehold applianc e s, in accordance with occurrence time 
information indicative of occurrence times of the operating s tate changes included in 
the state change information; and 

acquiring means acquiring a distance between household appliances which incur 
the operating state changes in the household, based on the calculated occurrence time 
differences. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
acquiring means acquires the positional relation in accordance with the occurrence time 
difference of the operating s tate changes occurred in two household appliances and 
relationship weight information indicative of a distance between the two household 
appliances. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended) A system_according to claim 12, comprising 
storing means for storing the occurrence time difference of the operating s tate changes 
occurred in the two household appliances and the relationship weight information 
indicative of the distance between the two household appliances. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 13, wherein the 
relationship weight information is a value calculated by a predetermined expression in 
accordance with two elements including : number of times of occurring the operating 
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state changes; and the occurrence time difference of the operating s tate changes 
occurred in the two household appliances. 
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